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TIZ, CiZC holds public meeting on corruption 

 

Harare – TRANSPARENCY International – Zimbabwe (TIZ) in col-

laboration with Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) held a public 

meeting to discuss corruption in public institutions on Thursday, 

February 13 in Harare. 

 

Professor Rudo Gaidzanwa moderated the public discussion on 

the topic, “Obscene Salaries, Tenderprenuership and underhand 

dealings: Interrogating fraud, ethics, professionalism, transparen-

cy and accountability in the public sector.” More than 150 people 

from all walks of life attended the meeting. 

 

CIZC Chairperson Dewa Mavhinga, TIZ Chairperson Loughty Dube, 

Mabvuku MDC-T MP Hon. James Maridadi, Zanu-PF activist Good-

son Nguni, Alpha Media Holdings Editor-in Chief Vincent Kahiya 

and George Chisoko of Zimpapers were panellists. 

 

Panelists discussed the issue of corruption in light of revelations 

of mega-salaries and fraudulent tender processes in public enti-

ties such as Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) and Public 

Service Medical Aid Society (PSMAS), and Air Zimbabwe respec-

tively. 

 

Members of the public who attended the meeting also contribut-

ed to the discussions.  

 

The meeting agreed that there was need for citizens, civil society 

and the media to speak out against corruption and insist on re-

form to a better business model and regular auditing of public 

enterprises. 

 

At the end of the discussion, Professor Gaidzanwa assured the 

attendees that the host TIZ and CiZC will continue to create such 

platforms to enable citizens to discuss national matters.  

TIZ, CiZC holds 

public meeting on 

corruption 

Issue #: 253                                        Tuesday,        18   February 2014 

Head Office 
18 Philips Ave 
Belgravia 
Harare 
+263-4-704418/+263-4-798038 
 

SA Regional Office 
711, 7th Floor Khotso House 
62 Marshall Street 
Marshalltown 
Johannesburg 
+27-11-838736/+27-732120629 

Patronage breeds 

corruption – civil 

society 

Auditor-General 

slept on the job – 

Worker’s Union 

Member of the audience contributing to the discussion on corruption at the Crowne Plaza 

Special Report 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Crisis-in-Zimbabwe-Coalition/142285398361?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/crisiscoalition


2 

Harare – AS the revelations of financial mismanagement in state enterprises continue to spur public outrage, a workers’ union 

of the government’s audit department has accused its employer of neglect of public duty. 

 

Michael Makuchete, President of the Audit Office Workers Union said the Auditor-General was incompetent, and must be fired 

on Thursday, February 13 in Harare.  

 

Makuchete was contributing to discussions at a public meeting organised by the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) in collabora-

tion with Transparency International – Zimbabwe (TIZ). 

“The auditor general has failed to do his job because if you look at the case of Zimbabwe Broadcasting Cooperation 

(ZBC)… the Auditor General is in fact the external auditor of ZBC,” Makuchete said, suggesting that the audit office 

should have spoken out against supposed financial mismanagement at the public broadcaster where workers went for 

seven months without salaries.  

“That Happison Muchechetere was earning so much and the auditor general kept quiet…then it means the auditor gen-

eral must go. 

“The auditor general is the eye of the government so that office must be capacitated, that office must be professional, 

(and) that office must be manned by Zimbabweans that have courage to say this is wrong.  

“The auditor general is supposed to do what we call value for money audits where he talks about the economy and 

effectiveness of all government institutions.” 

 

Makuchete said he was surprised that the media was not taking the government department to task over the malpractises that 

have been unearthed in state enterprises.  

 

Speaking at the same meeting, TIZ Chairperson Loughty Dube said there was need for 

critical players like public auditors and civil society to do their best job in exposing cor-

ruption and malfeasance in public institutions. 

“We are worried about corruption and action not being taken,” he said, adding 

that there was a difference between corruption and mega-salaries as the latter 

sometimes did not constitute a crime. 

 

Dube however said that salaries in parastatals should be regulated. 

“We feel there is need to set a salary scale based on organisational performance,” Dube said, adding that Chief Execu-

tive Officers (CEOs) of non-performing parastatals should not be given hefty salaries. 

 

Hon. James Maridadi, MDC-T MP for Mabvuku who also sits on the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Media, said salaries of 

executives should be tied to the organisation’s revenue. 

“A chief executive’s salary is a function of the organisation’s revenue, the two cannot be divorced,” Hon. Maridadi said 

referring to the case of ZBC where the salary bill excelled revenue. 

“How do you explain an organisation whose salary bill is USD 1.6 million, their revenue USD 90000 and the chief execu-

tive takes home USD 40000?  

“Because before they even pay their salaries they are in a deficit.” 

Auditor-General slept on the job – Worker’s Union 

TIZ Chairperson Loughty Dube  
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Harare – CIVIL society said corruption and mismanagement in 

state enterprises is a direct result of political patronage at a 

public meeting held on Thursday, February 13 in Harare. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairperson Dewa 

Mavhinga told the meeting co-hosted by CiZC and Transparen-

cy International-Zimbabwe (TIZ) that President Robert Mugabe 

has been following up on his publicly stated dream of a one-

party state by merging government institutions with Zanu-PF 

party. 

 

Mavhinga said this led to the appointment of heads of public 

institutions on the basis of their loyalty to the party rather than 

on their competence, which he said led to corruption and poor 

corporate governance at the public entities. 

“If we closely look at the Zanu-Pf’s structure of govern-

ance President Mugabe is an institution unto himself 

and the state is modelled on that line,” Mavhinga said. 

 “As he did say in the 1980’s his dream was a one party 

state, which means a conflation of the state and gov-

ernment.  

“At that level cadreship, patronage trump compe-

tence.  

“So incompetent individuals, who are loyal to the party 

are promoted to serious positions of authority for the 

purposes of channelling funds. That is the classical 

case of corruption.  

“This structure of patronage at the level of systems 

and institutions is that all key institutions are con-

trolled and run by party cadres who report on certain 

lines.  

“And for us to unravel this cancerous corruption, we 

have to look at the systems.” 

 

Mavhinga said that the fact that that President Mugabe cen-

tralised power on himself weakened state institutions which 

should fight corruption. 

“So you will find that these arms of state that are 

there, the arresting authority, the prosecuting authori-

ty, all these are waiting for a signal,” he said.  

“They might say, ‘President Mugabe, you said in Par-

liament that (former Zimbabwe Mining Development 
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Hon. Maridadi said ZBC boss, Happison Muchechetere used 

USD 5000 a week to replace the tyres of his luxury car, when 

the media house did not even have basic equipment like video 

cameras.  

“I will not talk about it as corruption,” Hon. Maridadi 

said, “It’s a problem of leadership.”   

 

Vincent Kahiya, Editor-in-Chief at Alpha Media Holdings said 

the issue of corruption had long been part of media exposes 

like the ones happening under the “Salarygate”, but no action 

had been taken. 

 

 He also said Zimbabwean citizens had become too tolerant to 

corruption. 

“As media practitioners we write a lot about the fail-

ings of our government, of state institutions and 

these stories about corruption,” Kahiya said.  

“The crisis we face as media practitioners, is that we 

get are phone calls and letters to the editor saying 

what are the media doing about corruption.  

“So we have a country which has subcontracted its 

anger to the media instead of getting angry and the 

media reporting that anger, there are people who 

expect the media to get angry on their behalf.  

“We are a county which laughs at itself when it’s 

hurting.  

“I have been to countries where if a train is late by 

five minutes it will be a headline story.”  

Hon. Maridadi  
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Corporation Chairperson Goodwills) Masimirembwa did this and that, but did you in fact intend that we should arrest 

him?’”  

Masimirembwa was last year publicly accused by President Mugabe of demanding a US$ 6 million bribe from a Ghanaian in-

vestor William Ato Essien. 

George Chisoko of Zimpapers said a look at the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange (ZSE) showed that there was “a pot of people whose 

profession is to be board members” of companies, which he said was the case at government commercial enterprises. 

“The same faces that you find in board of Zimbabwe Broadcasting 

Cooperation (ZBC) are the same faces that you find in board 

CMED,” Chisoko said.  

“It appears there is a pot of people whose profession is to be board 

members. It’s an issue that we as media are interested in. How can 

one be an expert in all areas?”  

Chisoko denied that the state media was being used, saying: “If all 

papers were able to expose corruption, including the state media 

how then is the state media being used?” 

 

Moderator of the public meeting, Professor Rudo Gaidzanwa also paused a challenge on how the cycle of corruption can be 

broken  

 “What we have been talking about is precisely the problem of jobs for the boys and few girls, but the point is how we 

break this whole cycle?  

“How have other countries made the transition from this kind of feudalism, where you transpose a very feudal system 

onto a modern economy? Definitely we know there is a reward system, how do we break this?”  

 

Mavhinga suggested that there was need to reform state institutions. 

 

MDC-T MP for Mabvuku, James Maridadi, said the business model of Zimbabwean state enterprises was flawed. 

“I have problem with parastatals reporting to line ministries because parastatals have become feeding troughs for 

ministers,” he said.  

“Any corruption that happens in the country, it comes from the minister, to the permanent secretary into the parasta-

tal.  

“There is something fundamentally wrong with our business model of parastatals. Parastatals are important. China 

developed at the back of parastatals.” 

 

Zanu-PF activist Goodson Nguni said his party was committed to fighting corruption. 

“Zanu-Pf is the only party that has put in its ZimAsset that we must fight corruption,” Nguni said. “All these debates 

about corruption have been started by Zanu-PF. 

“Zanu-Pf is against corruption but we also support the rule of law. We don’t want to arrest people when there is no 

evidence of corruption.”  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

George Chisoko  


